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GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 

• Each USA CRITS event is USA Cycling sanctioned and the series shall abide by the general 
rules and regulations outlined by USA Cycling.  

• Events are open to ALL Men’s Pro/1/2 and Women’s Pro/1/2/3 racers, unless otherwise 
indicated. All events have supporting races. Please consult the race flyers in this Tech 
Guide and each event’s webpage for details. Noted. You are not required to be part of a D1 
TEAM to compete or qualify for the daily prize purses and the Individual Overall Prize Purse. 

• View each event’s individual race flyer and website for official start times, payout, 
registration, and other event information 

• USA CRITS & Pro Elite races are limited to 6 riders per team 
• D1 TEAMs may be Trade, Club or Composite  
• D1 TEAMs must submit their final race day rosters a min of 14 days in advance of each event 
• All riders competing must be part of the original registration list. No mid series changes are 

allowed 
• USA CRITS Travel Stipends are available to pre-registered D1 TEAMs competing in the USA 

CRITS series 
• D1 TEAM bonus payments are made to team management & a w9 is required 
• Each PRO rider will be assigned a transponder. A credit card will be required as a form of 

collateral. Unreturned transponders will incur a $100 fee  

 
 

The 2026 USA CRITS events have a stand-alone Rider Prize Purse totaling 

    $44,000 for Women and $44,000 for Men 

 

Returning for 2026:  Open Individual Overall Prize Purse (Awarded after Winston-Salem) 

                   $5,000 for Women (10 places deep) and $5,000 for Men (10 places deep) 

 

D1 TEAM Overall Competition Prize Purse (Awarded after Winston-Salem) 

$10,000 for Women (10 places deep) and $10,000 for Men (10 places deep) 

 

 



4 
 

D1 TEAM Travel Fund Stipends Available 

$6,450 per team, paid in five installments throughout the season (Paid on the Fridays that fall after 

Anniston, LaGrange, Suwanee, Rock Hill, and Winston-Salem. (Details on flowing pages) 

 

 

REGISTRATION 

• Limited to 15 Women’s & 15 Men’s D1 TEAMs 

• Registered Composite D1 TEAMs are invited and assistance in the formation of a composite 

D1 TEAM is available 

• All riders must have current USAC or UCI numbers to be entered. A password will be given 

to all interested teams. 

  

 

BENEFITS AND ELIGIBILITY 

• Includes entries for up to six (6) riders to all 8 USA CRITS + 2 supporting events, Rock Hill & 

Winston-Salem (10 races plus Wahoo Races on the Stage in Athens) 

• Individual race entries are projected to be $65 in advance online and $75 on the day of each 

race 

• Eligible for each event's day-of prize purses 

• Eligible for Open Individual Overall points accumulation (points are gained across all USA 

CRITS events evenly) 

• Eligible for Open Individual Overall Prize Purse - Awarded after Winston-Salem 

• Eligible for D1 TEAM Overall Competition Prize Purse -Awarded after Winston-Salem  

• D1 TEAM Overall Competition points are awarded to the top four (4) D1 TEAM finishers from 

each race throughout (8 series races) all 8 events evenly   

• A minimum of four (4) riders and a maximum of six (6) riders must be registered per race 

and compete to receive D1 TEAM Overall Competition points 
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• D1 TEAM roster can vary from event to event   

• Eligible for D1 TEAM travel stipends 

• Each D1 TEAM is guaranteed one (1) callup per event 

• Eligible for race-day rider intros based on series overall standings 

Preferred allocation of host and hotel accommodation as available per event. D1 

TEAMs requesting housing support (where available/not guaranteed) must submit requests 

that include arrival/departure info and number of athletes/managers traveling a minimum of 

21 days in advance of each race 

• Preferred allocation of food vouchers at participating restaurants per event (where 

available) 

 

 

 

ASSET PRODUCTION & DELIVERY 

• D1 TEAMs are highlighted on USA CRITS website, social media accounts, and livestream 

shows 

• D1 TEAMs video short will be produced by USA CRITS, made available to D1 TEAMs, and will 

be shown on live stream shows throughout the 2026 season and in various series 

promotional pieces  

• D1 TEAM access to Official USA CRITS photographer's images for social media use 

(individual agreements made between photographer and each D1 TEAM will be facilitated 

by USA CRITS) 

• Reserved area in D1 TEAM Zone at events with available space (10x10 course side space or 

branded vehicle space) 
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STIPULATIONS 

• Both D1 TEAMs and Composite D1 TEAMs may consist of six (6) riders (with a minimum of 

four (4) and a maximum of six (6) riders competing per event) 

• Team Managers directly register teams/riders and update rosters with substitutions up to 4 

days before each race 

• A minimum number of team members that can be put on the team roster; However, they 

must be exclusive to the team and cannot enter individually (if already on a registered D1 

TEAM). 

USA CRITS  Tech Guide will be produced and made available online with all pertinent information 

including points tables, prize purse payouts, and more. 

 

Contact Thad Fischer at thad@usacrits.com for any questions concerning the D1 TEAMs 

program, for information on how we can help you develop a D1 Composite Team, and to 

register your team as a 2026 USA CRITS D1 TEAM. 
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D1 TEAM TRAVEL STIPENDS | Total per D1 TEAM = $6,450 

• A minimum of four (4) riders and a maximum of six (6) riders per D1 TEAM in attendance is 

required for travel stipend disbursements. 

• D1 TEAMs must participate in all races within a payment period to receive travel stipends -- 

please refer to the chart below to see how race locations are distributed through each 

disbursement period. 

• D1 TEAM managers/assigned representatives will receive travel stipend disbursements the 

week following Anniston, LaGrange, Suwanee, Rock Hill, and Winston-Salem. Stipends are 

issued via bank transfer to the manager or official delegate of each D1 TEAM. 

 

 

Stipend Breakdown 

• Stipend #1 - $650 - Races included: Anniston 

• Stipend #2 - $2,300 - Races included: The Global Challenge, Athens, LaGrange 

• Stipend #3 - $1,950 - Races included: Greenville, Spartanburg, Suwanee 

• Stipend #4 - $650 - Races included: Rock Hill Weekend 

• Stipend #5 - $900 - Races included: Winston-Salem Weekend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

POINTS SYSTEM 
 
INDIVIDUAL GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS (Points count towards Overall Classifications) 
Start Points: 50  
Laps Led Points: 1 point per lap 
Sprint Points: 5 places deep (10-7-5-3-2) 
Lap 5 
Mid Race 
5 laps to go  
 
D1 TEAMs – Qualify for D1 TEAM Bonus Fund 

• Top 4 riders combined points from the above for overall placement  
• D1 TEAMs and Individual riders accumulate combined points in USA CRITS designated 

races. 
• In the event of a tie in any of the points competitions, the method of breaking the tie is as 

follows: 

• Most amount of 1st place finishes 
• Most amount of 2nd place finishes 
• Most amount of 3rd place finishes 
• The finish order in the most recent event 

 
INDIVIDUAL FINISH POINTS PER RACE (BELOW): 

PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS PLACE POINTS 

1 200 11 141 21 101 31 69 41 39 

2 190 12 137 22 97 32 66 42 36 

3 180 13 133 23 94 33 63 43 33 

4 175 14 129 24 91 34 60 44 30 

5 170 15 125 25 88 35 57 45 27 

6 165 16 121 26 84 36 54 46 24 

7 160 17 117 27 81 37 51 47 21 

8 155 18 113 28 78 38 48 48 18 

9 150 19 109 29 75 39 45 49 15 

10 145 20 105 30 72 40 42 50 12 

*In races with Non-D1 Riders, those riders are scored but simply void those points for D1 
com 

51ST – 
150TH 10 
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D1 TEAM OVERALL BONUS PURSE 
 

Place *Men D1 TEAMS Prize List *Women D1 TEAMS Prize List 

1 $1,700 $1,700 

2 $1,400 $1,400 

3 $1,200 $1,200 

4 $1,000 $1,000 

5 $900 $900 

6 $850 $850 

7 $800 $800 

8 $750 $750 

9 $700 $700 

10 $700 $700 

   

 $10,000 $10,000 

 
               
 
  PRO OPEN INDIVIDUAL OVERALL BONUS PURSE (all pro riders racing) 

 
Place *Men OPEN Prize List *Women OPEN Prize List 

1 $1,000 $1,000 

2 $800 $800 

3 $700 $700 

4 $600 $600 

5 $500 $500 

6 $400 $400 

7 $350 $350 

8 $300 $300 

9 $200 $200 

10 $150 $150 

   

 $5,000 $5,000 
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CASH PRIMES  
 

• Are given throughout each race totaling $1,000 each for all Pro Women & Men (included in 
advertised daily prize purse totals) 
 

 
PRO RACE COMPETITIONS  
 

• USA CRITS will award daily winner’s jerseys and the conclusion of each race 
• Individual leaders of the USA CRIT series will receive jerseys before the start of each race 

starting after the Sunny King Criterium  
• All series leaders MUST wear the official series Leader’s Jersey in all races. Failure to do so 

will result in – 1st Offence: Deduction of 200 Series Points and a $200 fine.  2nd Offense: 
Disqualification from series. 

• The Overall USA CRITS series winner’s jerseys will be presented at the conclusion of racing 
in Winston-Salem on May 23, 2026. 

• NOTE: Jersey awards eligibility is for ALL Pro riders competing in the USA CRITS series. 
• *A special Thank You to www.jakroo.com for supporting this series once again for 2026! 

                                                                          

 

USA CRITS D1 TEAM Competitions  

Series – Long TEAM Overall 

• D1 TEAM standings are calculated for D1 TEAMs only. Standings will be updated after each 
race and are awarded to the top 10 D1 TEAMs after the USA CRITS finals in Winston-Salem 

• TEAM points and awards are determined by the sum total of the top 4 riders of each team 
per race. Total points earned along with those earned in races will go toward the D1 TEAM 
bonus prize purse 

• D1 TEAMs must start with a minimum of 4 riders in any given race to accumulate TEAM 
points  

 

  

http://www.jakroo.com/
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USA CRITS LEADERBOARDS 

                                    

                              http://www.usacrits.com/vitacostresults 
 
 
 
RIDER INTRODUCTIONS  
 

• Staging is 100 meters before the start line 
• Riders are not allowed to enter staging/callups from opposite course direction 
• Individual leaders in overall series standings receive call ups 
• Top 3 riders overall in series receive call ups 
• Previous year’s event winners receive call ups 
• One rider from each pre-registered D1 TEAM receives call ups 
• Additional riders at the discretion of event promoters (2 maximum) receive call ups 
• Team Managers will receive an SMS message early each day with Callup List 
• Each day’s callups along with staging info will be posted at registration/number pickup 
• Callups are coordinated with the livestream broadcast. For the purpose of the live stream 

and graphics, please be on time/ in position and come forward lining up from RIGHT to LEFT 
at start line 

• Note: Series Leaders must wear leaders’ jerseys in each race 
 

 

 
PODIUMS 

• Pro Women’s and Pro Men’s podiums will be held after the conclusion of the men’s race 
and take place after the 15 minute protest period has expired 

• Podiums for the top 3 finishers in each race  
• Each Pro race winner will receive a special Winners Jersey 
• Please make your way to the awards area immediately after the conclusion of the pro men’s 

race 
• *Series leader’s jerseys will be given out before the start of the next USA CRITS event.  

 

http://www.usacrits.com/vitacostresult
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NEUTRAL SUPPORT  

• Provided at all USA CRITS races by Swagger NRS unless otherwise noted 
• Please consult each venue’s website, flyer and course map for locations  

 

 

 

 

MEDICAL CONTROL  

• USA CRITS is subject to USADA Anti-Doping Examination. All competitors and team 
personnel must abide by these regulations  

• Any rider found positive will forfeit all points and prizes won during the event and series.  

• The list of riders required to report will be posted at the start/finish stage. The riders will be 
required to report to medical control immediately after the awards and protocol 
ceremonies.  

 

 

LIVE STREAMING 

All USA CRITS and Speed Week events will be live streamed on OUTSIDE tv starting with the Sunny 

King Criterium and ending with the USA CRITS Finals at the Winston-Salem Cycling Classic and will 

be free to view. 
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USA CRITS Management & Operations Team 

 

 

• Gene Dixon – CEO USA CRITS & Series Director 
 

• Thad Fischer – USA CRITS Competition & D1 TEAMs Management 
 

• Megan Rocks – Race Director & USA CRITS Series Oversight  
 

• Marilyn Hill – Live Stream Production Coordinator & Social Media  
 

• Michael Barman – Logistics Manager / Events Manager 
  

• Dominic Losole – Logistics Coordinator 
 

• Gary Morgan – Timing & Results Manager 
 

• Jon Gallagher – Timing and Results 
 

• Elizabeth Lee/Ashley Travieso – Registration Coordinators 
 

• Melvin Rodriquez – Live Stream Production Manager 
 

• Frankie Andreu – Stage and Livestream Color Commentator 
 

• Chad Andrews – Stage and Livestream Color Commentator 
 

• John Gatch – Stage and Livestream Color Commentator 
 

• Adam Koble – Official Series Photographer 
 

• USA Cycling Chief Referee – Bonnie Walker 
 

• USA Cycling Moto Captain – Scott Patton 
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                                    Global Challenge | Athens Orthopedic Clinic Twilight 

https://athenstwilight.com/bike/globalchallenge/
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